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House Gets Demand to Probe Dies 

Disclosures of Confidential Data 



By ADAM LAPIN ' 

WASHINGTON, June 22, — Dies Committee, action ii 
turning over its confidential filesTo anti-4abor CoIumnist Wggt 
brook Fe gler was sharply denounced on the. House floor today 
Hep, Vito Marcantonio, American^ 

Labor it e of New York, demanded a 
congressional investigation of the 
incident, and Rep. Herman Eber- 
harter, Pa (J Democrat, and member 
of the Dies Committee, declared It 
was a '‘dangerous practice” which 
threatens the bill of rights, 

A half dozen cither congressmen, 
including Reps. Emanuel Celler and 
Samuel Dicks tein, New York Dem- 
ocrats, Michael Bradley and Francis 
Meyers, Pa. Democrats and Rep, 

John Cochran. Mo,, Derm, joined In 
the attack on the Dies Committee, 

Fegler had asserted in two recent 
columns that Dies Committee files 
ehow officials . of the CIO Political 
have^WT^le- 
phone calls to high government of- 
ficials. 

The unscrupulous use of telephone 
records indicated the Dies Commit- 
tee, despite defeat of three of its 
members, intends to continue its 
smear activities during the cam- 
paign. 

Confirming this belief in the cap- 
ital, Rep. jJ. Parnell i Thomas said he 
would urge that this "amatfiig evi- 
dence on PAG telephone calls be 
marie public,” 

HOLDS HOUSE RULES 
VIOLATED 

Marcantonio declared the “trans- 



fer of confidential information from 
the files of a congressional commit- 
tee to a columnist is reprehensible/' 
and a violation of the rules of the 
House, 

Thomas, a Republican member oJ 
the Dies Committee, said he agreed 
^ith Marcantonio that there should 
be an investigation. But he hastily 
added that the Investigation should 
foe conducted by the Dies Commit^ 
tee. 

In a heated exchange with 
Thomas, Marcantonio retorted that 
the Dies Committee was “involved” 
In this incident and should not be 
charged with the investigation. He 
said later he would introduce a res- 
olution for a special investigation, 

Eberharter attacked the telephone 
company for making its records 
available to the Dies Committee, 
and the Dies Committee for turning 
them over to Fegler. He threatened 
to resign from the Dies Committee 
in protest, 

“Is the privacy of an occupant of 
the White House to be violated at 
the whim of an individual, whether 
foe be a member of the House or; 
otherwise?” Eberharter asked. “Can 
any citizen, be he obscure or re- 
nowned, feel secure in the face of 
such practices as this?” 

MARTIN DIES ORDERED 
ACTION 

Eberharter revealed that the or- 
der to make the information avail- 
able to Pegler came from Rep. Mar- 
tin Dies, who is now in Texas, am 
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ay whitt authority? 



